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SUMMARY 

 
In this Petition, Telepak Networks, Inc. d/b/a C Spire Fiber, the grantee of a cable 

franchise in Diamondhead, Mississippi (the “Community”), demonstrates conclusively that the 

local television markets of WLOX (Biloxi, MS) and WXXV (Gulfport, MS) (collectively, the 

“Stations”), should be modified to include Diamondhead, Mississippi.  Diamondhead lies in 

Hancock County, Mississippi which is an “orphaned county” in that the County is part of the 

New Orleans, Louisiana Designated Market Area (“DMA”).  In 1996, the Commission modified 

the WLOX local television market to include all unincorporated Hancock County and the 

community of Kiln, a community further away from WLOX than Diamondhead. Diamondhead 

was not included in the petition.  Diamondhead should be deemed part of WLOX’s local market, 

similar to the unincorporated portions of Hancock County and Kiln.  This petition satisfies all 

five statutory factors for modifying the local television market for both Stations to include 

Diamondhead.   

This Petition addresses the lack of in-state programming that residents in Diamondhead 

receive from the New Orleans DMA stations due to its location in an orphaned county and 

satisfies the four other statutory factors that the Commission must consider when evaluating 

whether to modify a station’s television market.  First, WLOX and WXXV have been 

historically carried in Diamondhead.  The FCC’s records indicate that WLOX has been carried in 

Diamondhead since 1985 and WXXV since at least 2006.  WXXV is still carried in 

Diamondhead by the incumbent cable operator as an out-of-market station along with the New 

Orleans stations.  WLOX was only recently deleted from the incumbent cable operator’s channel 

line-up on January 1, 2018 at the end of the last retransmission consent cycle. Second, the 

Stations provide an extensive amount of local programming directed at Diamondhead, and 

Diamondhead is within WLOX and WXXV’s natural geographic market.  Third, the New 
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Orleans DMA stations considered local in Diamondhead air little to no programming expressly 

directed toward residents of Diamondhead.  Fourth, WLOX and WXXV have reportable ratings 

in Diamondhead.  In addition, a strong economic nexus exists both between Diamondhead and 

Biloxi, and Diamondhead and Gulfport.  Finally, the citizens of Diamondhead, in response to a 

survey sent out by the Diamondhead Mayor, overwhelmingly support the inclusion of 

Diamondhead as local to WLOX and WXXV.  The Commission should grant this Petition for 

both Stations.  
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 

Telepak Networks, Inc., d/b/a C Spire Fiber hereby requests that the Commission  modify 

the television market of WLOX, Biloxi, Mississippi, and WXXV, Gulfport, Mississippi, to 

include the community of Diamondhead, Mississippi, which is in Hancock County.  Hancock 

County is in the New Orleans DMA, giving it the status of an “orphan county.”  

Diamondhead is a quintessential example of the problem Congress was trying to solve 

when it amended the Communications Act in 2014 and directed the Commission to consider a 

new statutory factor – whether modifying the market of the television station would promote 

consumers’ access to television broadcast station signals that originate in their State of 

residence.1  Hancock County, as an orphan county, unsurprisingly receives almost exclusively 

Louisiana-focused local programming from the New Orleans DMA stations.  Diamondhead is 

                                                 
1 Satellite Television Extension and Localism Act Reauthorization Act of 2014, Pub. L. 113-200, 128 Stat. 2059 
(2014) (“Satellite Reauthorization Act of 2014”). 
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approximately 60 miles away from New Orleans and its small size and out-of-state location 

offers little incentive for New Orleans stations to cover issues of local importance.2 

Significantly, the New Orleans stations do not cover local weather forecasts, alerts, and 

warnings about Diamondhead to the extent offered by WLOX and WXXV.  Diamondhead is in 

Mississippi’s 4th United States Congressional District.3  This is the same district as Biloxi and 

Gulfport, making both WLOX and WXXV’s coverage of local, state, and national politics 

particularly relevant to the Diamondhead community.  The New Orleans stations cover local, 

state and congressional politics as they relate to Louisiana, depriving Diamondhead of relevant 

Mississippi and local political coverage.  

This Petition addresses not only the current lack of in-state broadcast programming that 

residents in Diamondhead receive from the New Orleans DMA stations, but also satisfies the 

other four statutory factors that the Commission must consider when evaluating whether to 

adjust a station’s local market.  Further, there is also a strong economic nexus between 

Diamondhead and the Stations’ cities of license, Biloxi and Gulfport.  Both, WLOX and WXXV, 

meet all the statutory criteria for obtaining status as a local station in Diamondhead, and 

additional factors weigh further for including Diamondhead in WLOX and WXXV’s market.  

The Commission recognized as much in 1996 when it granted a petition to modify the WLOX 

local market to include “Kiln, . . . and unincorporated areas of Hancock County Mississippi.”4  

Kiln is located further away from the Stations’ cities of license than Diamondhead. The 

                                                 
2 Exhibit 1. 
3 Exhibit 2. 
4 Liberty Corporation, Biloxi Mississippi, Petition for Modification of the Biloxi-Gulfport-Pascagoula, Mississippi 
ADI, CSR-4110-A, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 11 FCC Rcd 7 (1996).  (“WLOX Hancock County Market 
Modification Order”) 
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Commission should expeditiously grant this Petition to include Diamondhead in the local market 

for WLOX and WXXV. 

A. Diamondhead is an Orphan County, Which Lends Substantial Weight in 
Favor of a Market Modification.  

 
Diamondhead is in Hancock County, Mississippi, but has been assigned to the New 

Orleans DMA making it an orphan county.  Orphan counties with insufficient access to in-state 

programming are precisely the communities that Congress intended to assist by broadening the 

market modification process.5  The legislative history observed that “many consumers, 

particularly those who reside in DMAs that cross State lines or cover vast geographic distances,” 

may “lack access to local television programming that is relevant to their everyday lives”, and 

the FCC is instructed to “consider the plight of these consumers when judging the merits of a 

[market modification] petition…, even if granting such modification would pose an economic 

challenge to various local television broadcast stations.”6  Therefore, there must be substantial 

weight given “to the local and in-state programming a petitioner proposed to bring to the orphan 

counties, as well as to government official and consumer comments supporting a proposed 

market modification.”7  Earlier this year, the Bureau, in granting a market modification request 

filed by Monongalia and Preston Counties in West Virginia, recognized that it was unusual that 

orphaned counties had close geographic proximity to, and historic cable carriage of, the in-state 

stations.  In granting the Magnolia and Preston Petition, the Bureau noted “[T]he fact that the 

                                                 
5 The “core purpose of this [market modification] provision of the STELAR [is] to promote consumer access to in-
state and other relevant programming.”  Amendment to the Commission’s Rules Concerning Market Modification, 
Implementation of Section 102 of the STELA Reauthorization Act, Report and Order, 30 FCC Rcd 10406, 10415, ¶ 
12 (2015). (“STELAR Market Modification Report and Order).  
 
6 Report from the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation accompanying S. 2799, 113th 
Cong., S. Rep. No. 113-322, at 11 (2014) (“Senate Commerce Committee Report”)..  
 
7 STELAR Market Modification Report and Order, at 10417, n.61. 
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Counties can make strong showings on even these issues enables them to make a particularly 

strong case in favor of a grant of the Petitions”.8  Similarly, Diamondhead is in close geographic 

proximity to WLOX and WXXV and has had historic carriage of both stations.  As explained 

below, WLOX was carried in Diamondhead on the incumbent cable system at the date of 

inception (1985) and was only recently dropped by the incumbent system at the end of the last 

retransmission consent cycle.  Further, the incumbent cable system continues to carry WXXV, in 

addition to the New Orleans DMA stations, however WXXV is not deemed local in 

Diamondhead putting its carriage in Diamondhead at risk. Diamondhead’s status as an orphan 

county, with the strong similarities to the Monongalia and Preston orphan county situation, 

weighs heavily in support of granting the market modification.9  Similarly, the fact that Kiln, a 

Hancock County community further away from the Biloxi-Gulfport stations than Diamondhead 

and all unincorporated areas of Hancock County have been deemed within WLOX’s local 

market weighs heavily in support of the Commission granting the market modification petition 

for Diamondhead.10 

II. BACKGROUND 
 

WLOX.  WLOX is a full-power commercial broadcast station licensed to WLOX 

License Subsidiary, LLC and transmitting on virtual channel 13 from Biloxi, Mississippi in the 

Biloxi-Gulfport DMA.  WLOX’s primary stream broadcasts programming affiliated with the 

                                                 
8 Monongalia County, WV and Preston County, WV; Petitions for Modification of the Satellite Television Markets of 
WDTV, Weston, West Virginia, and WBOY-TV and WVFX, Clarksburg, West Virginia, MB Docket Nos. 17-274, 17-
275, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 33 FCC Rcd 1168, ¶ 19 (MB 2018) (“West Virginia Market Modification 
Order”). 
9 Id. 
10 See, WLOX Hancock County Market Modification Order. 
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ABC network.  WLOX’s multicast streams broadcast programming affiliated with the CBS 

network.11  

WXXV. WXXV is a full-power commercial broadcast station licensed to Morris 

Network of Mississippi, Inc. and transmitting on virtual channel 25 from Gulfport, Mississippi in 

the Biloxi-Gulfport DMA.  WXXV’s primary stream broadcasts programming affiliated with the 

FOX network. WXXV’s multicast streams broadcast programming affiliated with the NBC 

network.12  

Telepak Networks, Inc., d/b/a C Spire Fiber.  

Telepak Networks, Inc. d/b/a C Spire Fiber (“C Spire Fiber”) is a full service provider of 

Internet, telecommunications, video and network services.  C Spire Fiber offers high-speed 

Internet, enhanced digital video services and voice services. C Spire Fiber is a wholly owned 

subsidiary of Telapex, Inc., a Ridgeland, Mississippi-based telecommunications company.  C 

Spire Fiber and its other affiliates provide video service through 66 franchises throughout the 

state of Mississippi. 

C Spire Fiber was granted a franchise by the City of Diamondhead, Mississippi to 

construct and operate a cable system and to offer video services in Diamondhead.  A consistent 

question from City staff and community leaders was whether C Spire Fiber would carry stations 

from the Biloxi-Gulfport DMA, particularly WLOX which was recently dropped by the 

incumbent cable operator.  

                                                 
11 See https://transition.fcc.gov/fcc-
bin/tvq?call=WLOX&arn=&state=&city=&chan=0.0&cha2=69&serv=&type=&facid=&asrn=&list=0&ThisTab=R
esults+to+This+Page%2FTab&dist=&dlat2=&mlat2=&slat2=&NS=N&dlon2=&mlon2=&slon2=&EW=W&size=9
#n10001 
12 See https://transition.fcc.gov/fcc-
bin/tvq?call=WXXV&arn=&state=&city=&chan=0.0&cha2=69&serv=&type=&facid=&asrn=&list=0&ThisTab=R
esults+to+This+Page%2FTab&dist=&dlat2=&mlat2=&slat2=&NS=N&dlon2=&mlon2=&slon2=&EW=W&size=9 
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III. MARKET MODIFICATION STANDARDS 
 

In enacting must carry, Congress made clear its desire to preserve local broadcast 

television, finding where there was a “substantial governmental interest in ensuring” the 

continuation of “locally originated television broadcasting” and that television stations are “an 

important source” of local programming, especially for local news and public affairs 

programming.”13  Congress also stressed the importance of localism in market modification 

proceedings:  “In considering requests… [for market modification], the Commission shall afford 

particular attention to the value of localism….”14  The Commission has similarly recognized that 

the underlying purpose of must carry is the “preservation of local television service and the local 

public interest programming provided by these broadcast stations.”15   

 Consistent with the preservation of localism, Congress recognized that in certain 

circumstances, a DMA may not fully reflect a particular station’s actual market of interest to 

viewers,16 and provided that the Commission may: 

[W]ith respect to a particular television broadcast station, include additional 
communities within its television market or exclude communities from such 
station’s television market to better effectuate the purposes of this section.17 

In considering market modification petitions, Congress directed the Commission to consider 

these five factors: 

1. Whether the station, or other stations located in the same area, have been 
historically carried on the cable system or systems within such 
community; 

                                                 
13 Cable Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 1992, Pub. L. 102-385, §§ 2(10)-(11), 106 Stat. 
1460, 1-2 (1992) (emphasis added).   
14 47 U.S.C. § 534(h)(1)(C)(ii). 
15 Implementation of Section 4(G) of the Cable Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 1992, Home 
Shopping Station Issues, Report and Order, 8 FCC Rcd 5321, ¶ 22 (1993) (emphasis added). 
16 See House Committee on Energy and Commerce, Cable Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 
1992, H.R. Rep. No. 102-628, at 97 (1992). 
17 47 U.S.C. § 534(h)(1)(C)(i). 
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2. Whether the television station provides coverage or other local service to 
such community; 

3. Whether modifying the market of the television station would promote 
consumers’ access to television broadcast station signals that originate in 
their State of residence; 

4. Whether any other television station that is eligible to be carried by a cable 
system in such community in fulfillment of the requirements of this 
section provides news coverage of issues of concern to such community or 
provides carriage or coverage of sporting and other events of interest to 
the community; and  

5. Evidence of viewing patterns in cable and noncable households within the 
areas served by the cable system or systems in such community.18 

 
Applying the five factors to this case unequivocally establish that WLOX and WXXV are 

local to Diamondhead.  The Commission should promptly grant this Petition. 

IV. WLOX SATISFIES ALL 5 STATUTORY FACTORS 
 

 Factor 1: WLOX has been historically carried in Diamondhead since 1985. 
 

The first statutory factor considers historical carriage.  Under Section 614(h), the 

Commission must consider “whether the station, or other stations located in the same area, have 

been historically carried on the cable system or systems within such community….”19  This 

factor is particularly persuasive as strong evidence of historic carriage in orphan counties is not 

expected and when it is present it is of particular note.20 Commission records indicate that 

WLOX was carried in Diamondhead by the incumbent cable system at its inception in 1985, and 

that it has been consistently carried in Diamondhead for 33 years.21 WLOX was dropped January 

1, 2018 from the incumbent cable system in Diamondhead, and the remaining portions of 

                                                 
18 47 U.S.C. § 534(h)(1)(C)(ii)(I)-(V). 
19 47 U.S.C. § 534(h)(1)(C)(ii)(I). 
20 See West Virginia Market Modification Order, ¶ 20 . 
21 Exhibit 3. 
 



8 
 

Hancock County.22  The Bureau previously found that WLOX met the historical carriage factor 

for Hancock County with 19 years of carriage.23  WLOX was carried in the Diamondhead 

community by the incumbent cable provider for an 14 additional years, until January 1, 2018.24 

The historical carriage factor weighs heavily for granting the Petition.  

 Factor 2: WLOX Provides Coverage and Local Service to Diamondhead, 
Meeting the Informational and Service Needs of the Residents.  

 
 The second factor considers whether the television station provides coverage or other 

local service to the community.25  The factor includes considering a station’s noise level service 

contour (‘NLSC”) coverage, the station’s proximity to the communities in terms of mileage, and 

whether it broadcasts local programming with a distinct nexus to the communities.26  

1. Diamondhead falls within WLOX’s Noise Limited Service Contour. 

  As evidenced by the NLSC map provided in Exhibit 5, WLOX’s NLSC encompasses the 

Diamondhead community.27 The signal strength is validated by the fact that WLOX’s signal has 

been historically carried in Diamondhead, indicating that WLOX can provide local service of 

good quality. In addition, there are no natural terrain features or obstacles between Diamondhead 

and WLOX that would interfere with WLOX’s service.  

                                                 
22 Exhibit 4  
23 WLOX Hancock County Market Modification Order. ¶¶. 9, 12, and 15. 
24 Exhibit 3 
25 47 U.S.C. § 534(h)(1)(C)(ii)(II). 
26 Mountain Broadcasting Corporation; For Modification of the Television Market for WMBC-TV, Newton, New 
Jersey, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 27 FCC Rcd 2231, 2236,  ¶ 10 (MB 2012). 
27 Exhibit 5. WLOX NLSC, Warren Communications News, Cable and Station Coverage Atlas (subscription 
required). 
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2. WLOX is geographically close to Diamondhead.  

The Commission also examines the geographic proximity between a station and the cable 

community when assessing whether the station provides local service within the meaning of the 

statute.28  As evidenced in Exhibit 6, Diamondhead is located only 35 miles from WLOX’s city 

of license, Biloxi, Mississippi.29 Diamondhead is located only 35.3 miles from the WLOX 

transmitter.30  The distance between Diamondhead and WLOX are within the range that the 

Commission has found acceptable in adding communities to stations’ markets.31  On the other 

hand, New Orleans is 58.7 miles away from Diamondhead, on the other side of Lake 

Pontchartrain.32  This is almost double the distance from Diamondhead to Biloxi.  

Diamondhead’s proximity to WLOX’s city of license and transmitter strongly suggests that 

WLOX provides local service to the community.  

3. WLOX provides programming of local interest to Diamondhead.  

Congress directed the Commission to “afford particular attention to the value of 

localism” when deciding a market modification petition.33  To determine overall local service to 

the community, there must be an assessment of whether the programming provided by WLOX 

meets the informational and service needs of the local residents of the county, based on a review 

                                                 
28 Id. at ¶ 10 (“[W]e look to…the station’s proximity to the communities in terms of mileage…”).  
29 Exhibit 6. 
30 Exhibit 7. 
31 See, e.g., Burnham Broadcasting Company Bakersfield, California For Modification of Station KBAK-TV’s ADI, 
Memorandum Opinion and Order, 10 FCC Rcd 7117 (1997) (adding a community that was over 48 miles away); 
Monongalia County, WV and Preston County, WV; Petitions for Modification of the Satellite Television Markets of 
WDTV, Weston, West Virginia, and WBOY-TV and WVFX, Clarksburg, West Virginia, MB Docket Nos. 17-274, 17-
275, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 33 FCC Rcd 1168, ¶ 20 (MB 2018) (West Virginia) (adding communities 
that were 40 and 50 miles away).  
32 Exhibit 1. 
33 47 U.S.C. § 534(h)(1)(c)(ii). 
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of specific programming and on government and consumer comments.34  Hancock County is in 

Mississippi’s 4th United States Congressional District.35  WLOX’s coverage of local, state and 

national politics is directly relevant to voters in Diamondhead.36  For example, on WLOX’s 

website, there are 34 stories about Congressman Palazzo, who is the Congressman for the 4th 

district. 37  This is striking when compared to a search of the websites of WWL (New Orleans 

CBS), WDSU (New Orleans NBC), WVUE (New Orleans Fox) and WGNO (New Orleans 

ABC), which did not report a single story highlighting Congressman Palazzo.38   

WLOX provides substantial local programming, including news programming, aimed at 

the Diamondhead community. A review of the WLOX programming guide indicates the vast 

amount of content directed at Mississippi residents.39 On a typical day, from 4:30 AM to 7 AM 

WLOX ABC airs “Good Morning Mississippi.”  WLOX ABC also provides daily local news 

coverage from: 11:00 AM to 11:30 AM,  5:00 PM to 5:30 PM, 6:00 PM to 6:30 PM, and 10:00 

PM to 10:30 PM, with a rerun of the 10 o’clock news at 1:00 AM.40  WLOX CBS also airs 

“Good Morning Mississippi” from 4:00 to 7:00 AM and provides local news coverage from 5 to 

5:30 PM, 6 to 6:30 PM, and 10 to 10:30 PM.41 As demonstrated in Exhibit 9, an analysis of 

WLOX’s website uncovered an extensive amount of news articles aimed at Diamondhead.42  In 

2018 alone, WLOX has covered a new visitors center coming to Diamondhead, the opening of a 

                                                 
34 STELAR Market Modification Report and Order, 30 FCC Rcd at 10417, n.61 
35 Exhibit 2. 
36 Exhibit 8. 
37 See https://www.wlox.com/search/Palazzo/1/ 
38 Exhibit 8 
39 Exhibit 22.  
40 Id.  
41 Id.  
42 Exhibit 9. 
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public pumpkin patch in Diamondhead, a 9 mile water trail and the introduction of kayaks that 

launched this past summer in Diamondhead, coverage of a plane crash in Diamondhead, 

including raw footage of the wreckage, and the hosting of the Blessing of the Classics in 

Diamondhead, just to mention a few.43  Since 2009 there have been over 100 stories that directly 

relate to the small Diamondhead community, besides hundreds more that apply to the entire 

region of southern Mississippi.44  This local coverage included highly important and timely 

messages such as whether or not Diamondhead would become a city, information on burglars 

that robbed 7 businesses in Hancock County, including some in Diamondhead, that were still at 

large (which included identifying information about the suspect), up to date traffic information, 

such as when the major highway that runs through Diamondhead reopened after a large crash at 

the Diamondhead exit, and information about Diamondhead’s new curbside recycling program.45  

Additionally, WLOX covers Hancock High School sports teams (the high school where most 

Diamondhead teenagers attend), Diamondhead traffic accidents, crime and human interest stories 

about residents.46  

 In the STELAR Market Modification Report and Order, the Commission noted that 

“local government and consumer comments in a market modification proceeding can help 

demonstrate a station’s nexus to the community at issue.”47  A survey distributed by the 

Diamondhead Mayor’s office polling Diamondhead residents about their viewership preferences 

conclusively demonstrates that having access to WLOX is highly preferred over the current New 

                                                 
43 Id. 
44 See, https://www.wlox.com/search/Diamondhead/1/ 
45 Exhibit 9. 
46 Id. 
47 STELAR Market Modification Report and Order, 30 FCC Rcd at 10417, n 61.  
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Orleans’s stations.48  When asked if the residents would like to receive the Biloxi/Gulfport 

stations, of 283 responses 277 residents answered yes.49  This means that 97.9% of the 

Diamondhead residents that responded to the survey want to have access to the Biloxi/Gulfport 

channels.  Even more telling are the results from the second question on the City of 

Diamondhead Survey which asked, “Do you feel like the New Orleans stations give you 

adequate coverage of local Diamondhead news and events?”  268/283 of all individuals polled 

responded no, equating to 94%.  This survey indicates that the New Orleans stations are not 

providing adequate coverage of local Diamondhead issues.  

In addition, over one hundred resident comments volunteered by the citizens further 

illustrate the point.50  One resident stated, “Local coverage is needed to keep us informed on 

hurricane, natural disasters, criminal alerts, and scams, possible dangerous people we should be 

aware of in our community who are loose, politics, community events, etc. Please see that we get 

this coverage!” Another resident explained, “How can they not be considered local!!! Those are 

‘our’ stations and they carry news and weather that we care about on the MS Gulf Coast. Up to 

the minute LOCAL weather is critical in such a volatile area. Minutes can mean lives. The New 

Orleans stations have no financial incentives to cover our MS Coast that we need and expect!!” 

As emphasized by this resident, since Diamondhead is along the coast of Mississippi in hurricane 

territory, it is essential that stations can provide up to date weather information that directly 

pertains to the viewers.  

Lending even further evidence to the value Diamondhead places upon WLOX is the 

support the channels have from local governmental entities. Both Diamondhead Mayor Thomas 

                                                 
48 Exhibit 10 & 11.(“City of Diamond Survey”). 
49 Exhibit 11. 
50 Exhibit 10. 
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E. Schafer, IV and the Hancock Chamber of Commerce wrote letters in support of making 

WLOX local to their community.  Mayor Thomas E. Schafer explained, “WLOX and WXXV 

offer viewers in Diamondhead access to news stories about their local politicians, state 

politicians, Mississippi-related politics, stories of local human interest, coverage of local high 

school sports of interest to Diamondhead and news that relates directly to their home state of 

Mississippi.”51  Tish H. Williams, the executive director of the Hancock Chamber of Commerce, 

reinforced the importance of WLOX to Diamondhead by explaining, “WLOX of Biloxi, MS and 

WXXV of Gulfport, MS provide coverage of news, weather, politics and sports that are relevant 

and applicable to individuals living in Diamondhead and have been historically carried in 

Diamondhead.  Most residents of Diamondhead indicate their preference to receive their news 

coverage from these channels.”52  This support from local government officials further reinforces 

the importance of making WLOX local to the Diamondhead community.  

The foregoing examples of the abundant content focused on and valuable to the residents 

of Diamondhead, the support from Diamondhead residents, and the support from local 

government officials exemplifies the “local service” WLOX provides, amply demonstrating that 

WLOX provides local coverage to Diamondhead.  As established by WLOX’s NLSC, the 

distance between Diamondhead and Biloxi, and its locally focused news and programming, 

WLOX provides coverage and other local service to Diamondhead, satisfying the second 

statutory factor.  

                                                 
51 Exhibit 12. 
52 Exhibit 13. 
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 Factor 3: WLOX originates in Mississippi and all consumers reside in 
Mississippi. 
 

The third statutory factor considers access to stations that originate in the consumers’ 

state of residence. This factor was added recently in the Satellite Reauthorization Act of 2014 to 

ensure that an MVPD’s subscribers are “receiving news, politics, sports, emergency information, 

and other television programming relevant to their home state.”53  This factor requires a petition 

to show that the “involved station is licensed to a community within the same state as the new 

community.”54  The Commission must consider “whether modifying the market of the television 

station would promote consumers’ access to television broadcast station signals that originate in 

their State of residence.”55  The Commission will give this factor increased weight if the station 

provides programming specifically related to subscribers’ State of residence, and may give it 

even more weight if subscribers in the existing market have little or no access to such in-state 

programming.56 

Modifying WLOX’s local market will promote consumers’ access to television broadcast 

station signals that originate in their State of residence.  WLOX is licensed to Biloxi, Mississippi, 

which is within the same state as Diamondhead.  The Commission should give this factor 

substantial weight, as Diamondhead is part of the New Orleans DMA and there are no 

                                                 
53 STELAR Market Mod Order at ¶ 1..  
54 Id., ¶¶ 4, 18.  To satisfy this factor, the petitioner must “make a statement in its petition whether or not the station 
is licensed to a community within the same state as the new community.” Id., ¶ 20.  
55 47 U.S.C. § 534(h)(1)(C)(ii)(III).   
56 STELAR Market Mod Order, ¶¶ 1, 18. See also Gray Television Licensee, LLC; for Modification of the Satellite 
Television Market for WSAW=TV, Wausau, Wisconsin, Memorandum Opinion and Order, MB Docket No. 16-293, ¶ 
27 (rel. Jan. 17, 2017) (In “orphan” county situations – where a county is served exclusively, or almost exclusively, 
by television stations coming from a neighboring state – the Commission “will give substantial weight to the in-state 
programming a petitioner proposes to bring to the orphan county when determining whether a nexus to a new 
community has been demonstrated, and will consider the other actors, when they apply, as enhancements to a 
petitioner’s case.”).  
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Mississippi stations with cities of license in the New Orleans DMA.  This is particularly 

compelling because Cable One, the operator of the incumbent cable system within 

Diamondhead, dropped WLOX as a channel on January 1, 2018.57  Therefore, the residents no 

longer have multichannel video programming distributor (“MVPD”) access to the in-state 

programming that WLOX provides.  Modifying WLOX’s local market to include Diamondhead 

will ensure that residents receive news, politics, sports, emergency information, and other 

television programming relevant to their home state of Mississippi. 

Based on this factor, the Commission has ample evidence to grant this Petition. 

Consideration of the additional factors further bolsters the case for including Diamondhead 

within WLOX’s market. 

 Factor 4: No Other Stations Provide Local Coverage. 
 

The fourth statutory factor focuses on whether any other station “eligible to be carried by 

a cable system in such community . . . provides news coverage of issues of concern to such 

community or provides carriage or coverage of sporting and other events of interest to the 

community.”58  A search of the New Orleans DMA station websites provides minimal local 

programming aimed at Diamondhead.  For example, WWL’s website (New Orleans CBS 

affiliate) retrieves only 2 stories that reference Diamondhead, one from 2011 and one from 

2018.59  A search of WDSU (New Orleans NBC affiliate) returns 1864 results, but none of the 

stories retrieved actually mention or discuss Diamondhead.60  A google search of “WDSU 

                                                 
57 Exhibit 4.  
58 47 U.S.C. § 534(h)(1)(c)(IV 
59 Exhibit 8.  
60 Id.  
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Diamondhead” returns only two stories that specifically mention Diamondhead.61  A search of 

WGNO (New Orleans ABC affiliate) reveals 12 stories that reference Diamondhead, only 5 of 

which are of substantial, newsworthy content applicable to the Diamondhead residents.62  

Finally, a search of WVUE (New Orleans Fox affiliate) only returns 10 stories, ranging between 

2012 and 2018.63  

This is all even more striking when searching for politically relevant news, as referenced 

above, since New Orleans is not just in a different congressional district, but a different state 

with politics of little or no impact to the Diamondhead residents.  Ultimately, while the New 

Orleans stations offer some minimal local coverage to Diamondhead, the coverage falls well 

short of the local service needed to adequately inform Diamondhead residents about local news, 

weather, sports and community affairs.  This is not surprising given that subscribers in 

Diamondhead are located over 55 miles from New Orleans, in a different state, and on the 

eastern fringe of the New Orleans DMA, a DMA that covers over 14 parishes/counties, 12 of 

which are in Louisiana.64  The lack of meaningful local coverage by the New Orleans DMA 

stations related to the Community supports granting the Petition. 

At the very least, the extremely limited coverage of Diamondhead by the New Orleans 

DMA stations should be weighed as rendering this factor neutral.  As the Media Bureau has 

                                                 
61 See 
https://www.google.com/search?q=wdsu+diamondhead&oq=WDSU&aqs=chrome.0.69i59l2j69i60l4.1797j0j4&sou
rceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8 
62 Exhibit 8 
63 Id.  
64 See Market Modifications and the New York Area of Dominant Influence, Petitions for Reconsideration and 
Applications for Review of: Cablevision Systems Corporation, Time Warner, WRNN-TV Associates Ltd., Mountain 
Broadcasting Corporation, Trinity Broadcasting of New York, Inc., Paxson New York License, Inc., WLNY TV, Inc., 
Memorandum Opinion and Order, 12 FCC Rcd 12262, ¶ 12 (1997) (“[T]he greater the distance between the cable 
community and the broadcaster, the less likely it is that the stations serve the local viewing audience from either a 
programming or technical perspective.”). 
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explained, “Congress did not intend this [factor] to bar a [market modification] claim, but instead 

[this factor] was intended to enhance its claim where it could be shown that other stations do not 

serve the communities at issue.”65  Here, the limited local coverage provided by the in-DMA 

stations does not diminish the fact that WLOX overwhelmingly provides more local coverage to 

Diamondhead.  The Commission should find that Diamondhead should be included in WLOX’s 

local market. 

  Factor 5: WLOX has Viewership in Diamondhead. 
 

The fifth and final statutory factor that the Commission must consider in a market 

modification proceeding involves “evidence of viewing patterns in the households that subscribe 

and do not subscribe to the services offered by [MVPDs] within the areas served by such 

[MVPDs] in such community.”66  This factor requires Petitioners to demonstrate that WLOX 

achieves at least “moderate” viewership in Diamondhead.67  The Commission has generally 

found “moderate” viewership to be met when a station has measurable viewing patterns.68  

Petitioners have included a Nielsen report illustrating the station’s ratings in Hancock County, 

                                                 
65 Seal Rock Broadcasters, LLC; For Modification of the Television Market of Television Station KCBA (TV), 
Salinas, California, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 18 FCC Rcd 16262, ¶ 9 (2003); KSBW License, Inc., For 
Modification Television Broadcast Station KSBW’s ADI, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 11 FCC Rcd 2368 
(1996) (“KSBW”) (“[W]e do not believe that Congress intended for the third criterion to operate as a general bar to a 
station's ADI claim in every circumstance whenever other stations could also be shown to serve the communities at 
issue. Rather, we believe that this criterion was intended to enhance a station's claim where it could be shown that 
other stations do not serve the communities at issue.”).  
66 47 U.S.C. § 534(h)(1)(C)(V). 
67 See Ackerley Media Group, Inc. For Modification of the Television Market of Television Station KION (TV), 
Monterey, California, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 18 FCC Rcd 16199, ¶ 10 (2003) (“Ackerley”), citing 
KSBW. 
68 See, e.g., Commonwealth Broadcasting Group, Inc.; For Modification of the Greenwood/Greenville, Mississippi 
DMA, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 25 FCC Rcd 213, ¶ 20, n.103 (2010) (the station demonstrated ratings 
shares and weekly cumulative ratings of 0/7, 1/34 and 1/25 in the relevant areas); Ackerley, ¶¶ 6, 11 (ratings shares 
were between two and three percent). 
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which includes Diamondhead.69  The report shows carriage data from May 2017 - February 

2018, which includes data from the time that WLOX was still available in the county on Cable 

One’s system and demonstrates that WLOX is measurably viewed in Diamondhead.  

The Nielsen data shows that WLOX reached 48% of Hancock County in a typical 24 

hour measured window.70  There are 17, 270 TV Households in Hancock County.  This report 

indicates that WLOX is shown to have approximately 4,400 viewers in Hancock County, 

qualifying as a measurable viewing pattern.  In the morning, WLOX had 1,151 viewers in 

Hancock County, accounting for 14% of the DMA viewing.71  In the Total Day 3a-3a ratings, 

WLOX had approximately 440 viewers, accounting for 5% of the DMA viewing.72  WLOX’s 

stations were the most popular broadcast stations in Hancock County.  Approximately 81% of 

Hancock County’s residents stated they get their daily TV news from WLOX ABC.73  In 

addition, WLOX is on the FCC’s Significantly Viewed TV Stations list for Hancock County.74 

WLOX and WXXV station representatives indicate that approximately 23% of the population in 

Hancock County are over the air (antenna) viewers of WLOX and WXXV, further indicating 

that individuals in Hancock County turn to these two channels for their local news coverage 

needs.75  This evidence proves that WLOX has viewership in Diamondhead and should result in 

positive weight for the fifth factor. 

                                                 
69 See Exhibit 14.  
70 Id. Based upon a sample size of 14 homes in Hancock County 
71 Id.  
72 Id.  
73 Id, Scarborough Research. 
74 Federal Communications Commission, Significantly Viewed TV Stations, 
https://transition.fcc.gov/mb/significantviewedstations061817.pdf 
75 Exhibit 15. 
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 An Economic Connection Exists Between WLOX’s City of License and 
Diamondhead. 

 
The Commission recognizes that evidence in addition to the statutory factors helps define 

the scope of a station’s market.76  With WLOX, an important additional consideration is the 

strong economic connection, including shopping and labor, between WLOX’s community of 

license, Biloxi, Mississippi, and Diamondhead. 

The economic connection between Diamondhead and Biloxi-Gulfport DMA is set out in 

the letter from the Mayor of Diamondhead and the Hancock County Chamber of Commerce.77  It 

is also emphasized in the resident’s responses to the Diamondhead Survey Responses.  One 

resident stated, “Personally, I work with media outlets in the New Orleans market.  They have 

indicated to me that they don't consider the Mississippi Gulf Coast as part of their market and, 

therefore, carry very little news from that area.”78  Another resident explains, “Biloxi and 

Gulfport are close to half the distance between Diamondhead and New Orleans.  Day to day 

shopping, medical care, and entertainment are in the Biloxi/Gulfport area.  New Orleans 

broadcast stations do not include Diamondhead news and weather, the Biloxi-Gulfport stations 

                                                 
76 See, e.g., Massillon Cable TV, Inc., 26 FCC Rcd 15221, ¶ 3 (2011) (quoting legislative history of 1992 Cable Act 
that statutory factors “are not intended to be exclusive”); Paxson Atlanta License, Inc., 13 FCC Rcd 20087,  ¶ 29 
(1998.) (“Paxson Atlanta”) (“The factors specified in Section 614(h)(1)(C)(ii) of the Communications Act do not 
purport to be exclusive and thus other evidence may be considered that is helpful in defining the scope of the 
markets of the stations involved); Adelphia Cablevision Associates, L.P.; For Modification of the ADI of 
WMFP(TV), Lawrence, Massachusetts, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 14 FCC Rcd 7686, ¶ 18 (1999) (“[T]he 
Commission’s decision … takes into consideration the economic ties between the communities … and the subject 
stations.”).  
77 Exhibits 12 and 13. 
78 Exhibit 10. 
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do.”79  The Diamondhead resident comments solidify the economic connection between Biloxi 

and Diamondhead.80  

The Bureau has further recognized that key attributes of an economic connection between 

a station’s city of license and communities in its market include proximity and convenient 

transportation routes.81  Diamondhead is connected to Biloxi by a major interstate, I-10, making 

it particularly easy for Diamondhead residents to access Biloxi for many of their everyday needs. 

Diamondhead is considered part of the Gulfport-Biloxi Metropolitan Statistical Area (“MSA”)82 

Labor statistics further illustrate the economic connection between Biloxi and Diamondhead.  

Census data reveals that a substantial percentage of people living in Diamondhead commute to 

work in Biloxi or Gulfport, as the average commute time for residents is 31 minutes.83  Since 

Biloxi is a 40 minute drive and Gulfport is a 30 minute drive, this indicates that the residents that 

aren’t working in Diamondhead are likely commuting to Gulfport or Biloxi, and not New 

Orleans which is an hour drive.84  Furthermore, if construction or traffic on the I-10 bridge over 

Lake Pontchartrain requires taking an alternate route to New Orleans, the next closest 

Pontchartrain crossing adds an additional 30 minutes to the travel time from Diamondhead.85  

This was especially frustrating after Hurricane Katrina which wiped out the I-10 bridge spans 

                                                 
79 Exhibit 10.  (emphasis added). 

80 Id. 
81 Armstrong Utilities, Inc.; Petition for Modification of the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania DMA, Memorandum 
Opinion and Order, 21 FCC Rcd 13475, ¶ 16 (2006) (noting two-hour drive time between broadcaster city of license 
and cable communities as a factor supporting exclusion of area from station’s local market). 
82 See https://datausa.io/profile/geo/gulfport-biloxi-ms-metro-area/  
83 See Exhibit 24 (https://datausa.io/profile/geo/diamondhead-ms/). 
84 Exhibits 1, 6 and 19. 
85 Exhibit 16.  
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over Lake Pontchartrain in 2005 and the replacement spans were not opened until September 

2011.86  It is not surprising that Diamondhead residents work in Biloxi-Gulfport given that I-10 

connects Biloxi to Diamondhead, allowing residents in Diamondhead to live, work and travel the 

area with relative ease. 

On a City-data forum, an individual asked the community whether it would be feasible to 

live in Diamondhead, MS and work in New Orleans.  The responses indicated that while some 

people make the commute, the traffic would be a major problem. “…I-10 in New Orleans East is 

going to be an issue. Very very bad traffic, plenty of wrecks and bad fog. My friend lived at the 

last Slidell exit before Mississippi and was in tears nearly every day because of traffic. They 

finally gave up and moved…”87  This further emphasizes that Diamondhead is economically and 

geographically distinct from New Orleans, and most Diamondhead residents would likely turn to 

Biloxi for things such as jobs, shopping, entertainment, travel, and health care.  This is reiterated 

by the Hancock Chamber of Commerce: “The residents of Diamondhead have a much more 

significant connection to the Biloxi and Gulfport areas. Diamondhead is 39 minutes from Biloxi 

and only 30 minutes from Gulfport. Diamondhead residents are much more likely to work, shop, 

and visit these two Mississippi cities on a regular basis.  On the other hand, New Orleans is over 

an hour from Diamondhead, and the only reasonable means of accessing the city is across Lake 

Pontchartrain. Since the citizens of Diamondhead are much more likely to turn to Biloxi and 

Gulfport for their everyday needs, it is only natural they would be more interested in the 

coverage provided by the Biloxi/Gulfport stations, especially since the stations consider 

                                                 
86 See Exhibit 25, https://www.nola.com/traffic/index.ssf/2015/08/i-10_twin_span_bridges_reborn.html  
87 See Exhibit 26, http://www.city-data.com/forum/new-orleans/1611939-commuting-diamondhead-nola-
madness.html 
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Diamondhead an important part of their coverage.”88  In addition, the New Orleans airport is 

68.5 miles away from Diamondhead, while the Gulfport-Biloxi International Airport is only 20.4 

miles away.89 

The economic connection between Biloxi and Diamondhead corroborates the analysis of 

the statutory factors – Diamondhead is local to WLOXs market, and the evidence presented here 

supports the requested market modification. 

V. WXXV SATISFIES ALL 5 STATUTORY FACTORS  
 

 Factor 1: WXXV has been Historically Carried in Diamondhead  
 

WXXV meets the first statutory factor, historical carriage.  Available Commission 

records indicate that WXXV has been carried in Diamondhead by the incumbent cable operator 

since at least 2006 and has been consistently carried in Diamondhead during the past 12 years, 

including current carriage on the incumbent cable provider.90  Since historic carriage in orphan 

counties is not expected, it is particularly persuasive that WXXV has been carried in this orphan 

county community consistently for at least the last 12 years.  

 Factor 2: WXXV Provides Coverage and Local Service to Diamondhead, 
Meeting the Informational and Service Needs of the Residents.  

 
 The second factor considers whether the television station provides coverage or other 

local service to the community.91  This factor includes considering a station’s signal contour 

                                                 
88 Exhibit 13. (emphasis added). 
89 Exhibit 17. 
90 See, https://www.cableone.net/cabletv/channel-lineup#DiamondheadChannelLineup (Zip Code 39525). See also, 
Exhibit 3.  
91 47 U.S.C. § 534(h)(1)(C)(ii)(II). 
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coverage, the station’s proximity to the communities in terms of mileage, and whether it 

broadcasts local programming with a distinct nexus to the communities.92  

1. Diamondhead falls within WXXV’s NLSC 

Diamondhead falls within the NLSC of WXXV93.  The signal strength is validated by the 

fact that WXXV’s signal has been historically carried in Diamondhead, indicating that WXXV 

can provide local service of good quality.  In addition, there are no natural terrain features or 

obstacles between Diamondhead and WXXV that would interfere with WXXV’s service.  

2. WXXV is geographically close to Diamondhead 

The Commission also examines the geographic proximity between a station and the cable 

community when assessing whether the station provides local service within the meaning of the 

statute.94  As is evidenced in Exhibit 19, Diamondhead is located only 22.7 miles away from 

Gulfport, which is a mere 30-minute drive.95  This is striking when compared to New Orleans, 

which has double the distance and transit time at 58.7 miles and 1 hour and 1 minute.96  The 

distance between Diamondhead and WXXV’s city of license are within the range that the 

Commission has found acceptable in adding communities to stations’ markets, or analogously, in 

declining the delete communities from stations’ markets.97  WXXV’s proximity strongly 

suggests that WXXV provides local service to Diamondhead.  

                                                 
92 Mountain Broadcasting Corporation; For Modification of the Television Market for WMBC-TV, Newton, New 
Jersey, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 27 FCC Rcd 2231, 2236, ¶ 10 (2012). 
93 See Exhibit 18, WXXV NLSC, Warren Communications News, Cable and Station Coverage Atlas (subscription 
required). 
94 Id. (“[W]e look to…the station’s proximity to the communities in terms of mileage…”). 
95 Exhibit 19.  
96 Exhibit 1.  
97 See, e.g., Paxson Atlanta (adding communities that were 50 miles away); Burnham Broadcasting Company 
Bakersfield, California For Modification of Station KBAK-TV’s ADI, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 10 FCC 
Rcd 7117 (1997) (adding a community that was over 48 miles away); Time Warner Cable Avenal, California For 
Modification of Television Broadcast Station KKAG’s ADI, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 11 FCC Rcd 8047, ¶ 
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3. WXXV provides programming of local interest to Diamondhead  

Congress directed the Commission to “afford particular attention to the value of 

localism” when deciding a market modification petition.98  To determine overall local service to 

the community, there must be an assessment of whether the programming provided by WXXV 

meets the informational and service needs of the local residents of the county, based on a review 

of specific programming and on government and consumer comments.99  As stated above, 

Hancock County is in Mississippi’s 4th United States Congressional District.100  WXXV’s 

political coverage of local, state and national politics is directly relevant to voters in 

Diamondhead.101  For example, on WXXV’s website, there are 85 stories about Congressman 

Palazzo, who is the Congressman for Mississippi’s 4th district.102  Again, this is striking when 

compared to an examination of the websites of WWL (New Orleans CBS), WDSU (New 

Orleans NBC), WVUE (New Orleans Fox) and WGNO (New Orleans ABC), which do not have 

a single story highlighting Congressman Palazzo103.   

WXXV provides substantial local programming, including news programming, aimed at 

the Diamondhead community.  A review of the WXXV’s Programming Guide indicates the vast 

                                                 
8 (1996) (refusing to delete communities that were 60 miles from the station and 73 miles from the station’s 
transmitter); Monongalia County, WV and Preston County, WV; Petitions for Modification of the Satellite Television 
Markets of WDTV, Weston, West Virginia, and WBOY-TV and WVFX, Clarksburg, West Virginia, MB Docket Nos. 
17-274, 17-275, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 33 FCC Rcd 1168, ¶ 20 (2018) (West Virginia) (adding 
communities that were 40 and 50 miles away). 
98 47 U.S.C. § 534(h)(1)(c)(ii). 
99 STELAR Market Modification Report and Order, 30 FCC Rcd at 10417, n.61 
100 Exhibit 2.  
101 Exhibit 20. 
102 See https://www.wxxv25.com/?s=Palazzo  
103 Exhibit 8.  
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amount of content directed at Mississippi residents.104  WXXV Fox provides daily local news 

coverage 7 to 9 AM, 5 to 5:30 PM, and 9 to 10 PM.105  WXXV NBC provides daily local news 

from 5 to 7 AM, 12 to 12:30 PM, 5:30 to 6 PM, and 10 to 10:30.106  As demonstrated in Exhibit 

21, an analysis of WXXV’s website uncovered an extensive amount of news articles detailing 

coverage of local programming aimed at the Diamondhead.  In 2018 alone, WXXV has covered 

the opening of the Diamondhead Bayou Drive Kayak Launch, a fatal accident on I-10 near 

Diamondhead, a Diamondhead businessman running for U.S. Senate, and a story introducing the 

new city manager for Diamondhead107.  Since 2009 there have been over 130 stories that directly 

relate to the small Diamondhead community, besides over 220 more that apply to Hancock 

County.108  This local coverage included highly important and timely messages such as 

announcements containing the time and location of town hall meetings, coverage of an accident 

causing delays on I-10, the review process for the Diamondhead mayoral election, information 

on the primary runoff elections, and updates on economic improvement projects in 

Diamondhead, including when the projects would be finished.109  

WXXV has extensive coverage of Hancock High School sports teams (the high school 

where most Diamondhead teenagers attend).  The station conducts a weekly report every Friday 

covering the Hancock High School football team in the fall, and cover the boys and girls 

basketball games, volleyball, and softball.  Beyond sports, WXXV also covers the performance 

                                                 
104 Exhibit 23.  
105 Id.  
106 Id.  
107 Exhibit 21.  
108 See https://www.wxxv25.com/category/news/wxxv-local-news/hancock-county/ 
109 Exhibit 21.  
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arts center at Hancock High School, announcing upcoming plays, in addition to other general 

newsworthy topics regarding the school, such as closures for tropical storms and winter weather. 

110  All this coverage would be highly relevant and interesting to families in Diamondhead. 

Finally, WXXV also covers Diamondhead traffic accidents, crime and human interest stories 

about residents.111 

As noted, “local government and consumer comments in a market modification 

proceeding can help demonstrate a station’s nexus to the community at issue.” 112  The City of 

Diamondhead Survey demonstrates that having access to WXXV is highly preferred by the 

residents of Diamondhead over the current New Orleans’s stations.  

As Diamondhead Mayor Thomas E. Schafer, IV notes:  

Ever since WLOX was dropped from Cable One in January, I have 
been questioned by my constituents asking why they lost one of the 
only channels that provided a main source of local coverage. A 
constant theme is why do receive the New Orleans stations rather 
than the nearby Gulfport and Biloxi stations. Residents now have 
only WXXV to rely upon for their news, sports, emergency 
information and weather. If Cable One were to drop WXXV the 
Diamondhead residents would be left without coverage local to 
their home state from their local cable or satellite service 
provider . The New Orleans stations, which are currently 
considered 'local' to Diamondhead, do not provide coverage of the 
Diamondhead community as they are on the edge of the New 
Orleans designated market area and are within a different state.113 
 

                                                 
110 See https://www.wxxv25.com/?s=hancock+high+school. 
111 See https://www.wxxv25.com/tag/diamondhead/  
112 STELAR Market Modification Report and Order, 30 FCC Rcd at 10417, n 61.  
113 Exhibit 12. 
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 The examples of the abundant content focused on and valuable to residents in 

Diamondhead exemplify the “local service” WXXV provides. As exemplified by WXXV’s 

NLSC, city of license, and its local interest news and programming, WXXV provides coverage 

and other local service to Diamondhead, satisfying the second statutory factor.  

 Factor 3: WXXV Originates in Mississippi and All Consumers Reside in 
Mississippi. 

 
The third statutory factor considers access to stations that originate in the consumers’ 

state of residence.  

Modifying WXXV’s local market will promote consumers’ access to television broadcast 

station signals that originate in their state of residence.  WXXV is licensed to Gulfport, 

Mississippi, which is within the same state as Diamondhead.  The Commission should give this 

factor increased weight because WXXV provides extensive programming for and about the 

residents of Mississippi, including coverage of the local high school, crime, traffic, and timely 

news. The Commission can assign even more weight to this factor because Diamondhead is on 

the fringe of the New Orleans DMA and receives little local coverage from the Louisiana 

stations.  Modifying WXXV’s local market to include Diamondhead will ensure that subscribers 

receive news, politics, sports, emergency information, and other television programming relevant 

to their home state of Mississippi. 

Based on this factor, the Commission has ample evidence to grant this Petition. 

Consideration of the additional factors further bolsters the case for including Diamondhead 

within WXXV’s market. 

 Factor 4: No Other Stations Provide Local Coverage.  
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The fourth statutory factor focuses on whether any other station “eligible to be carried by 

a cable system in such community…provides news coverage of issues of concern to such 

community or provides carriage or coverage of sporting and other events of interest to the 

community.”114  As noted above, a search of  the New Orleans DMA station websites shows 

little local programming aimed at Diamondhead.  

This is all even more striking when searching for politically relevant news, as referenced 

above.  This is not surprising given that subscribers in these communities are located over 50 

miles from New Orleans, Louisiana, in a different state, and on the eastern fringe of the New 

Orleans DMA, a DMA that covers 14 parishes/counties, twelve of which are in Louisiana.115  

The lack of meaningful local coverage by the New Orleans DMA stations and the abundance of 

coverage provided by WXXV related to Diamondhead supports granting the Petition. 

At the very least, the extremely limited coverage of Diamondhead by the New Orleans 

DMA stations should be weighed as rendering this factor neutral.  As the Media Bureau 

explained, “Congress did not intend this [factor] to bar a [market modification] claim, but instead 

[this factor] was intended to enhance its claim where it could be shown that other stations do not 

serve the communities at issue.”116  Here, the limited local coverage provided by the in-DMA 

                                                 
114 47 U.S.C. §534(h)(1)(c)(IV).  
115 See Market Modifications and the New York Area of Dominant Influence, Petitions for Reconsideration and 
Applications for Review of: Cablevision Systems Corporation, Time Warner, WRNN-TV Associates Ltd., Mountain 
Broadcasting Corporation, Trinity Broadcasting of New York, Inc., Paxson New York License, Inc., WLNY TV, Inc., 
Memorandum Opinion and Order, 12 FCC Rcd 12262, ¶ 12 (1997) (“[T]he greater the distance between the cable 
community and the broadcaster, the less likely it is that the stations serve the local viewing audience from either a 
programming or technical perspective.”). 
116 Seal Rock Broadcasters, LLC; For Modification of the Television Market of Television Station KCBA (TV), 
Salinas, California, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 18 FCC Rcd 16262, ¶ 9 (2003); KSBW License, Inc., For 
Modification Television Broadcast Station KSBW’s ADI, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 11 FCC Rcd 2368 
(1996) (“KSBW”) (“[W]e do not believe that Congress intended for the third criterion to operate as a general bar to 
a station's ADI claim in every circumstance whenever other stations could also be shown to serve the communities 
at issue. Rather, we believe that this criterion was intended to enhance a station's claim where it could be shown that 
other stations do not serve the communities at issue.”).  
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stations does not diminish the fact that WXXV overwhelmingly provides more local coverage to 

Diamondhead.  The Commission should find that Diamondhead should be included in WXXV’s 

local market. 

 Factor 5: WXXV has Viewership in Diamondhead.  
 
The fifth and final statutory factor that the Commission must consider in a market 

modification proceeding involves “evidence of viewing patterns in the households that subscribe 

and do not subscribe to the services offered by [MVPDs] within the areas served by such 

[MVPDs] in such community.”117  This factor requires Petitioners to demonstrate that WXXV 

achieves at least “moderate” viewership in Diamondhead.118  The Commission has generally 

found “moderate” viewership to be met when a station has measurable viewing patterns.119   

 Based upon the Nielsen Coverage Report, in the morning WXXV had 301 viewers in 

Hancock County, which accounts for 4% of DMA viewers.120  Based upon the Total Day 3a-3a 

data, there are 125 households viewing WXXV, for 1% of the New Orleans DMA viewing.  

Approximately 38.7% of Hancock County’s residents stated they get their daily TV news from 

WXXV ABC.121  WLOX and WXXV station representatives indicate that approximately 23% of 

the population in Hancock County are over the air (antenna) viewers of WLOX and WXXV, 

further indicating that individuals in Hancock County turn to these two channels for their local 

                                                 
117 47 U.S.C. § 534(h)(1)(C)(V). 
118 See Ackerley Media Group, Inc.; For Modification of the Television Market of Television Station KION (TV), 
Monterey, California, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 18 FCC Rcd 16199, ¶ 10 (2003) (“Ackerley”), citing 
KSBW. 
119 See, e.g., Commonwealth Broadcasting Group, Inc.; For Modification of the Greenwood/Greenville, Mississippi 
DMA, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 25 FCC Rcd 213, ¶ 20, n.103 (2010) (the station demonstrated ratings 
shares and weekly cumulative ratings of 0/7, 1/34 and 1/25 in the relevant areas); Ackerley, ¶¶ 6, 11 (ratings shares 
were between two and three percent). 
120 See Exhibit 14. Based upon a sample size of 14 homes in Hancock County.  
121 Id, Scarborough Research. 
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news coverage needs.122  The foregoing evidence indicates that WXXV has viewership in 

Hancock County, and supports a finding of positive weight for the 5th factor by the Commission.   

 An Economic Connection Exists Between WXXV’s City of License and 
Diamondhead. 

 
The Commission recognizes that evidence besides the statutory factors helps define the 

scope of a station’s market.123  With WXXV, an important additional consideration is the strong 

economic connection between WXXV’s community of license, Gulfport, Mississippi, and 

Diamondhead. 

As noted, key attributes of an economic connection between a station’s city of license 

and communities in its market include proximity and convenient transportation routes.124  

Diamondhead and Gulfport are connected by a major interstate, I-10, with Gulfport being a short 

4.4 mile drive off the interstate.125  This makes it easy and convenient for residents of 

Diamondhead to access Gulfport for their everyday needs.  This is especially true in relation to 

air transportation needs, as the Gulfport-Biloxi International Airport is located merely 20 miles 

                                                 
122 Exhibit 15.  
123 See, e.g., Massillon Cable TV, Inc., 26 FCC Rcd 15221, ¶ 3 (2011) (quoting legislative history of 1992 Cable Act 
that statutory factors “are not intended to be exclusive”); Paxson Atlanta, ¶ 29 (“The factors specified in Section 
614(h)(1)(C)(ii) of the Communications Act do not purport to be exclusive and thus other evidence may be 
considered that is helpful in defining the scope of the markets of the stations involved); Adelphia Cablevision 
Associates, L.P.; For Modification of the ADI of WMFP(TV), Lawrence, Massachusetts, Memorandum Opinion and 
Order, 14 FCC Rcd 7686, ¶ 18 (1999) (“[T]he Commission’s decision … takes into consideration the economic ties 
between the communities … and the subject stations.”).  
124 Armstrong Utilities, Inc.; Petition for Modification of the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania DMA, Memorandum 
Opinion and Order, 21 FCC Rcd 13475, ¶16 (2006) (noting two-hour drive time between broadcaster city of license 
and cable communities as a factor supporting exclusion of area from station’s local market). 
125 Exhibit 19.  
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from Diamondhead.126  This is striking when compared to the 68.5-mile distance between 

Diamondhead and the New Orleans airport.127  

Labor statistics further illustrate the economic connection between Biloxi and 

Diamondhead.  Census data reveals that a substantial percentage of people living in 

Diamondhead commute to work in Gulfport, as the average commute time for residents is 31 

minutes.128  This is compared to the hardships associated with commuting to New Orleans 

discussed above.   

As noted by the Hancock Chamber of Commerce: “The residents of Diamondhead have a 

much more significant connection to the Biloxi and Gulfport areas.  Diamondhead is 39 minutes 

from Biloxi and only 30 minutes from Gulfport.  Diamondhead residents are much more likely to 

work, shop, and visit these two Mississippi cities on a regular basis.  On the other hand, New 

Orleans is over an hour from Diamondhead, and the only reasonable means of accessing the city 

is across Lake Pontchartrain. Since the citizens of Diamondhead are much more likely to turn to 

Biloxi and Gulfport for their everyday needs, it is only natural they would be more interested in 

the coverage that the Biloxi/Gulfport stations provide them, especially since the stations consider 

Diamondhead an important part of their coverage.”129  

The economic connection between Gulfport and Diamondhead corroborates the analysis 

of the statutory factors – Diamondhead is local to WXXVs market, and the evidence presented 

here supports the requested market modification. 

XI. CONCLUSION 
 

                                                 
126 Exhibit 17.  
127 Id.  
128 See Exhibit 24, https://datausa.io/profile/geo/diamondhead-ms/ 
129 Exhibit 13.  
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Based on the evidence in this Petition, Petitioners have met all statutory criteria for the 

Commission to find that WLOX and WXXV are local to Diamondhead.  Additional factors 

weigh further for including Diamondhead in WLOX and WXXV’s market.  The Commission 

should expeditiously grant this Petition. 
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The signatory has read the Petition and, to the best of his knowledge, information and 

belief formed after reasonable inquiry, it is well grounded in fact and is warranted by existing 

law and is not interposed for any improper purpose. 

       
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
By: ________________________ 

 
Bruce Beard 
Kelsey Rejko 
Cinnamon Mueller 
1714 Deer Tracks Trail, Suite 230 
St. Louis, MO 63131 

       (314) 394-1535 
 
  Attorneys for  
  Telepak Networks, Inc. 
  d/b/a C Spire Fiber 
 

 
  

Dated: December 4, 2018 
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The signatory has read the Petition and, to the best of his knowledge, information and 

belief formed after reasonable inquiry, it is well grounded in fact and is warranted by existing 

law and is not interposed for any improper purpose. 

       
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
By: ________________________ 

 
  Ashley Phillips 
  Telepak Networks, Inc. 
  d/b/a C Spire Fiber 
  1018 Highland Colony Pkwy 
  Ridgeland, MS 39157 

 
 

  

Dated: December 4, 2018 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
  

I, Kelsey Rejko, hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Petition for 
Special Relief was delivered by me to the United States Postal Service Office on December 6, 
2018 to be delivered to the person listed below via first-class, postage-prepaid mail:  
 
WLOX 
WLOX License Subsidiary, LLC. 
201 Monroe Street 
Rsa Tower, 20th Floor 
Montgomery, AL 36104 

Martha Heller*  
Chief, Policy Division, Media Bureau  
Federal Communications Commission  
445 12th Street, S.W.  
Washington, D.C. 20554  
Martha.Heller@fcc.gov 
 

WLOX-TV 
Rick Williams 
VP and General Manager 
208 DeBuys Rd. 
Biloxi, MS 39531 
 

WPXL 
Ion Media New Orleans License, Inc. 
601 Clearwater Park Road 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401-6233 

WXXV 
Morris Network of Mississippi, Inc. 
27 Abercorn Street 
Savannah, GA 31412 
 

WHNO 
Christian Television Corporation of New Orleans, 
Inc. 
6922 142nd Ave. N. 
Largo, FL 33771 
 

WXXV-TV 
Jimmy Spears 
Program Director 
14351 Hwy 49 North 
Gulfport, MS 39503 

KGLA 
Mayavision, Inc. 
3540 S I-10 Service Road W 
Suite 342 
Metairie, LA 70001 

  
WWL 
WWL-TV, Inc. 
TEGNA, Inc. 
7950 Jones Branch Drive 
Mclean, VA 22107 
 

WGNO 
Tribune Television New Orleans, Inc. 
1 Galleria Boulevard 
Suite 850 
Metairie, LA 70001 
 

WNOL 
Tribune Television New Orleans, Inc. 
1 Galleria Boulevard 
Suite 850 
Metairie, LA 70001 
 
 
 
 
 

City of Diamondhead, MS 
Jeannie Klein 
City Clerk  
5000 Diamondhead Circle 
Diamondhead, MS 39525 
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WVUE 
WVUE License Subsidiary, LLC 
201 Monroe Street 
RSA Tower, 20th Floor 
Montgomery, AL 36104 

Hancock County, MS 
Karen Ladner Ruhr 
Hancock County Circuit Court Clerk 
152 Main Street, Suite B 
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 
 

WDSU 
New Orleans Hearst 
P.O. Box 1800 
Raleigh, NC 27602 

WMAH 
Mississippi Authority for Educational Television 
 3825 Ridgewood Road 
Jackson, MS 39211 
 

WUPL 
Belo Tv, Inc. 
TEGNA Inc. 
7950 Jones Branch Drive 
Mclean, VA 22107 
 

WLAE-TV 
Educational Broadcasting Foundation, Inc. 
3330 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 345 
Metairie, LA 70002 
 

WTNO-LP 
HC2 Station Group, Inc. 
450 Park Avenue 
30th Floor 
New York, NY 10022 

KNLD-LD 
Word of God Fellowship, Inc 
3901 Highway 121 
Bedford, TX 76021 

 
     
 
*Sent via email 
 
 
    
       ______________________________ 

 
Kelsey Rejko 

 
Dated: December 6, 2018 
 
        
 
 
 
 

________________________________ ______________________________________ ___
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Mississippi Congressional District Map 
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Diamondhead Community Registration 
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Cable One Drops WLOX 
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WLOX Noise Limited Service Contour Map 
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Distance from Diamondhead to Biloxi, MS (WLOX City of License) 
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Distance from Diamondhead to WLOX Transmitter 
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WLOX Political Stories Relevant to Diamondhead and Absence of Stories on New Orleans Stations 











WWL TV (New Orleans CBS) Palazzo Search 





WDSU (New Orleans NBC) Palazzo Search 



WVUE (New Orleans Fox) Palazzo Search 





WGNO (New Orleans ABC) Palazzo Search 



WWL TV (New Orleans CBS) Diamondhead Search 



WDSU (New Orleans NBC) Diamondhead Search 











For full list see: https://www.wdsu.com/search?q=Diamondhead



WGNO (New Orleans ABC) Diamondhead Search 









WVUE (New Orleans Fox) Diamondhead Search 
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Diamondhead Reports on WLOX 
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Diamondhead Resident Survey—Sample Feedback 

1. I watch our local news (WLOX) to get my news.  They cover our city and Hancock County.  I 
need to use an antenna to watch WLOX. 

2. Notifications of closure due to weather such as streets, schools etc.  Local Election results and 
local happening in our area.   

3. Hate having to watch New Orleans news. 
4. Living in Mississippi, I want Mississippi news and weather  
5. There are several programs on WLOX that we can no longer receive in Diamondhead.  If we had 

an alternative to CableOne, we would switch immediately. 
6. We just had elections and had no information about Mississippi races for Federal office and local 

offices from the New Orleans stations. 
7. I have lived in Mississippi for the last 50 years and truly miss Mississippi News.  Also, I 

absolutely dislike Louisiana news. 
8. Would like to get MS Public Television  
9. Havin Biloxi/Gulfport channels would be critical during a hurricane.  
10. Local channels are long overdue. I’ve had to resort to getting local news over the internet  
11. Cable One took our WLOX signal away from us and we miss the WLOX news and weather. 
12. Local is always better! 
13. Physical and Line of Sight distance, and State boundary, preclude the use of New Orleans TV 

Stations as my main information supplier. Local weather is rarely discussed or covered by the 
New Orleans TV Stations. Little to NO local news is covered by the New Orleans TV Stations. 

14. I have lived here in Diamondhead for 26 years and I never know what’s going on here I know 
about New Orleans- the city I left and don’t want to know about! Please give us WLOX!!! 

15. NOLA coverage is nice but there’s so much in Gulfport, Biloxi and Ocean Springs we know 
nothing about. Thank you.  

16. We need our local news desperately. We are not in Louisiana!!! 
17. WLOX has always covered local news in Hancock County and Diamondhead, and it's a shame 

that we no longer get those channels through the current cable provider. Diamondhead is NOT 
LOCAL to New Orleans, which is an hour away!!! 

18. It is a travesty that people just over the line in Harrison County can access the local stations. On 
top of that, people in Waveland, here in Hancock County, also get them through their cable 
system. We want and deserve our local channels. 

19. I understand that WLOX has its broadcast tower within 10 miles of City Diamondhead, while 
NOLA stations are 70 miles away and across the State line. Fairness says our "Gulf Coast" 
stations should be available here  

20. We enjoy the New Orleans and Mobile, AL stations provided by CableOne, my current provider. 
CableOne dropped our local WLOX- ABC saying we were not in the market area, which is 
ridiculous. I will go with C-Spire if they can provide our local area stations. 

21. As a border community between 2 TV markets we fall into the New Orleans market which is 
approximately 50 miles away and does not provide accurate weather or community news. The 
MS network is less than 30 miles away and covers our community news and weather. We should 
have free access to relevant information for our community. Especially weather since we are a 
coastal community.  

22. It only makes sense for us to have Mississippi news. New Orleans is 60 miles away and our 
culture and needs are totally different!!!  

23. News & weather for the Gulfport/Biloxi area are hardly mentioned on New Orleans network 
channels. This is not satisfactory due to the frequent severe weather we have. Local is local, not 
New Orleans, Mobile, Or Jackson. 

24. It is beyond ridiculous that my cable provider in Diamondhead has NO Mississippi station 
coverage!  Why are they in our market?? 



25. Makes no sense to me that a city in MS can only receive New Orleans news 
26. Not having local news is terrible. Hate New Orleans news. 
27. We are part of the Mississippi gulf coast and we deserve local Mississippi news stations! I don’t 

know why it wasn't given to us from day one. Why do we need news from a state we aren't even 
in?????  

28. New Orleans Louisiana based news stations are NOT our local news.  
29. The New Orleans channels carry absolutely nothing about Mississippi and our area here in 

Diamondhead.   At the present time we have no access to WLOX and our other Mississippi 
stations.   Please include them in the CSpire package.  Thank you. 

30. Never understood how one county 25 miles from Gulfport/Biloxi and part of three gulf cost that 
share that waterline could be considered part of N O viewing area.  

31. Gulfport is 15 miles away while New Orleans is 50 and in a different state. 
32. This is a problem in Diamondhead, Mississippi! Weather and news needed for safety! 
33. LOCAL COVERAGE IS NEEDED TO KEEP US INFORMED ON 

HURRICANE, NATURAL DISASTERS, CRIMINAL ALERTS AND 
SCAMS, POSSIBLE DANGEROUS PEOPLE WE SHOULD BE AWARE 
OF IN OUR COMMUNITY WHO ARE LOSE, POLITICS, COMMUNITY 
EVENTS, ETC.  PLEASE SEE THAT WE GET THIS COVERAGE! 

34. Receiving broadcast from stations in the Biloxi/Gulfport area is very important in Diamondhead. 
This especially important for being updated during hurricane season and receiving local storm 
reports daily. In addition, it would be nice to hear what is happening in Mississippi 

35. This Boils Down to Safety for All Residents!! Can we Say Katrina??? Completely Unacceptable 
Over Dollars and Sense!! Common Sense!!! 

36. I want local news, not some city that's an hour away.  I don't care about New Orleans. 
37. I feel that since we are Mississippi residents, we should be able to watch MS news and know 

what is going on in our own state and communities. It seems only logical to give us MS Gulf 
Coast News Channels! 

38. We deserve to have our LOCAL stations aired in Diamondhead. 
39. we are not in the New Orleans viewing area. Gulfport, Biloxi is our viewing area. 
40. I live in Mississippi, I should be able to receive local Mississippi news. 
41. We need local channels for especially for the weather! 
42. We NEED to have access to the Gulfport channel for weather and local news.  Things are 

changing on the coast at a rapid speed and we need to know what's happening! 
43. We need WLOX channel for our local news. 
44. I live in MS.  I must vote in MS. I would like to know what is happening in MS. 
45. I have said it for a long time as right now I have direct TV and don’t have access to WLOX. It’s 

wrong to make us watch New Orleans news. This should have been updated long ago.  
46. How can they not be considered local!!! Those are "our" stations and they carry news and 

weather that we care about on the MS Gulf Coast. Up to the minute LOCAL weather is critical in 
such a volatile area. Minutes can mean lives. The New Orleans stations have no financial 
incentives to cover our MS Coast they we need and expect!! 

47. It is essential that residents of Diamondhead have access to WLOX and other local Mississippi 
stations.

48. The source of our local news is in South Mississippi. The New Orleans stations basically NEVER 
cover any news from Hancock County. We want and need local news and weather reports. 

49. What goes on in NEW O has nothing to do with the Mississippi Gulf Coast. We very much would 
appreciate local coverage.  

50. Local stations used to be available in Diamondhead. We were not given a good reason as to why 
they stopped. 



51. With our Community being on the gulf coast I feel it’s necessary we had our local weather 
forecasts especially during times of hurricane. I would also enjoy hearing are local news. 

52. WXXV offers the Saints game broadcast quite often, and it would be great to have that 
53. Please get 13 WLOX TV and 25 WXXV on our local station.  
54. I live in Mississippi. I do not want stations from another state!!!! 
55. During a storm the New Orleans channels do not cover the Diamondhead area adequately. 
56. We have asked this of the FCC for years.  The tv stations in New Orleans have no relevance at all 

to our community.  In addition, WLOX does not reach us clearly via antenna, especially in bad 
weather. 

57. To not have local (MS) stations is ludicrous.  I need to judge the differences between AL 
(Mobile) & LA (NOLA) Canadian weather stations got it "right" during Katrina, MS is the land 
mass between NOLA & Mobile. 

58. We feel it is outrageous that we live in Mississippi and cannot get vital information in the state 
we live. I live here pay taxes and all I hear is New Orleans info, weather and news. It's a crime! 

59. We have always considered WLOX and WXXV our source for local news, weather and 
emergency information. Now, we need to turn to the internet for help in these matters. We used to 
at least be able to pick up WLOX on our expensive digital tv antennae but now we cannot even 
pick it up on antennae. How does this make sense to anyone?! We hope this situation is corrected 
in the future.  

60. Since moving here, I have no access to Mississippi news.  This change would help me become 
better informed about local news and issues. 

61. I do not understand why I can't have WLOX local news coverage!!! It's maddening. I'm ready to 
drop all servers... especially AT&T.

62. We need local news and weather New Orleans news don't tell you anything about our news I 
don't understand why we can't get it 

63. State & local news & weather forecasting is not provided for our area, Diamondhead & Hancock 
County. Our weather is different from the New Orleans area & we need     adequate forecasting, 
especially during hurricane season. We also need to know about upcoming community events.  
(Most of us don't go to New Orleans very often!) 

64. Having local news is very important for elections, emergencies, weather etc.  
65. The sooner, the better. We get virtually no local news from NOLA stations, & precious little local 

weather info. 
66. The safety and well-being of my family is better served with news from Mississippi's TV and 

news programs. 
67. Diamondhead is in MS not LA.  Local MS channels are required especially in hazardous weather 

conditions.
68. I want news from my own state. 
69. They give a better weather and road report for Diamondhead. Also, we get more Crime news 

about what is going on the MS Gulf Coast.  We need a more unbiased news with real unbiased 
journalist that are journalist. We need un-biased reporters on local elections in the state of 
Mississippi.

70. Our weather and road conditions are at times very different from New Orleans.  It would be nice 
to our emergency notifications on our TV stations. 

71. Personally, I work with media outlets in the New Orleans market.  They have indicated to me that 
they don't consider the Mississippi Gulf Coast as part of their market and, therefore, carry very 
little news from that area.  WDSU does have a partnership with WLOX so that they carry more 
stories than the others. 

72. I want to get the local news for my area even if it costs giving up NO channels from the same 
network.

73. Biloxi and Gulfport are close to half the distance between Diamondhead and New Orleans.   Day 
to day shopping, medical care, and entertainment are in the Biloxi/Gulfport area.   New Orleans 



broadcast stations do not include Diamondhead news and weather.  The Biloxi/Gulfport stations 
do. 

74. This is a public safety issue.  Storms, road closures, evacuation notices, etc. come from local 
officials. Diamondhead residents need these local channels.  These stations consistently send 
news people to Diamondhead and cover Diamondhead and Hancock. 

75. Would like WLOX 
76. I do not have Mississippi need on DISH so I feel left out of the loop. I need to know local news 

not out of state news. 
77. We need local news. We cannot follow local political 

races or even weather forecasts and current events. 
I have DirectTV. I get only local news. 

78. Our local stations are 25 miles away, we need local coverage as we had in the past before 
CableOne decided we were in the New Orleans market area, how stupid is that? Our local 
merchants can forget about advertising. 

79. While we get some for the Gulf Coast out of New Orleans, it would be far preferable to get it 
locally.  Local news coverage is non-existent on the N.O. stations. 

80. Cannot understand why I need to use rabbit ears to watch local news/info. I could care less about 
New Orleans / Louisiana news. 

81. As purchasers of goods that are advertised on television, the marketing on the New Orleans 
stations is totally wasted on us because we will not go to New Orleans to shop or eat.  We will 
shop in the Gulfport/Biloxi market, but we are completely shut off from that information and 
have been for many months.  I cannot believe that Diamondhead is listed in the New Orleans 
market.  Unfortunately, we are not interested in contracting with CSpire for television because we 
have Cable one. 

82. We need these local channels!  
83. We live in Mississippi and deserve MS news. We do not live in Louisiana, and most couldn't care 

less about New Orleans news. 
84. We deserve news and weather from our own state 
85. I live in Diamondhead, MS and cannot receive NOLA or Biloxi stations using an OTA antenna. 

Would prefer GPT/BIX local news over NOLA that tell me nothing about local news. 
86. The recent hurricanes point out that our weather coverage out of New Orleans is not relevant to 

what is happening in MS, particularly closings and road conditions!!!!    
87. We want WLOX back! New Orleans is not our community! 
88. We are closer to WLOX and not NOLA and NOLA doesn’t report any news for us, but WLOX 

does, but people in Diamondhead can’t see it WTF.  
89. I tried contacting the FCC and got nowhere.  I wish CSpire the best of luck.  
90. Getting local weather is important, not what is going on in N.O. 

Same for traffic reports, local political news, infrastructure problems or repairs, etc. 
91. We need the local Gulf Coast Stations from WLOX and others. we are SICK & TIRED of New 

Orleans and Mobile stations that DO NOT cover the coast well 
92. We are Mississippi NOT Louisiana.  Preference should be given for Diamondhead to receive our 

Mississippi broadcast stations. 
93. I want Biloxi/Gulfport not New Orleans 
94. Miss WLOX 
95. We want WLOX for local news, weather and political coverage.
96. We feel left out of any Mississippi news. We need to see the Gulfport stations as we have for 

more than 15 years. Not fair to us. We have no interest of N.O. stations for local news.  We have 
no access to local Mississippi news.  

97. Simple - I live in Diamondhead MS, not in the New Orleans LA area. 
98. Biloxi/Gulfport covers news along the Coast of Mississippi.  The weather, issues, politics and 

local information is vastly different from that of the Greater New Orleans area. 



99. I rely heavily on being able to see WLOX with its local news coverage and I think access to 
WLOX should not be tied to any TV subscriptions.   NOLA stations definitely do not give 
adequate coverage of information pertinent to my location.   

    100.  Hancock County is a Mississippi government entity.  Our local news is off the coast and not off  
              New Orleans.    
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Diamondhead Resident Survey Data 

268 Residents;
94.7%

15 Residents;
5.3%

Do you feel like the New Orleans stations give you adequate
coverage of local Diamondhead news and events?

No Yes

277 residents;
97.9%

6 residents;
2.1%

Would you like to receive the Biloxi/Gulfport broadcast channels?

Yes No
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Nielson Viewership Data 

Daytime/Early Fringe 

Early Morning/Late Fringe 



Morning/Prime Ending 10pm 

Prime Ending 11p/Total Day 3a-3a/Total Day 7a-1a 
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Alternate Route between Diamondhead and New Orleans 
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Distance between Diamondhead and Gulfport-Biloxi airport 

Distance between Diamondhead and New Orleans Airport 
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WXXV Noise Limited Service Contour Map 
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Distance between Diamondhead and Gulfport 



EXHIBIT 20



WXXV Political Reports Relevant to Diamondhead 
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WXXV Diamondhead Reports 
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WLOX Program Guide 
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WXXV Program Guide 
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Census Data- Diamondhead Average Commute Time 
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